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December 2013

Subject: Implementation of the 2008 Active Inclusion Recommendation

Dear Minister X
We are writing to raise your attention to two concerning reports recently issued on the implementation of the 2008 Active Inclusion Recommendation, namely in a staff working  document of European Commission
 as well as a report written by the Network of Independent Experts on Social Inclusion
. The Active Inclusion Recommendation is based on three mutually reinforcing pillars: adequate income support, access to quality services, and inclusive labour markets, which are aimed at ensuring professional integration for those who can work, and social participation for those who cannot. The reports assess the steps that different Member States of the EU have taken to implement the recommendation, looking at the three pillars individually, but also at integrated approaches.

(Adapt this part to make relevant for your country).

We are very concerned to see little progress in providing an integrated comprehensive strategy for active inclusion has been recorded in XXX
.  Both reports reveal that XXX is particularly weak in XXX
. Furthermore civil society organisations have also reported limited involvement in the design and implementation of active inclusion strategies at national level. 

In the new Social Investment Package (SIP), the Commission insists that Member States “fully implement the Recommendation on Active Inclusion (2008) without further delay, including with funding from ESF and ERDF, integrating its three pillars: adequate income support, inclusive labour markets and enabling services”. Member States are also urged to “strengthen involvement of relevant stakeholders at all level, notably social partners and civil society organisations in the modernization of social policy as part of Europe 2020, and to give particular attention in their National Reform Programme to social investment priorities and the implementation of active inclusion”. These views are further supported in the Commission’s 2014 Annual Growth Survey.

Given our expertise in working with people furthest from the labour market and people experiencing poverty and social exclusion, we would take this opportunity to request that we are more actively engaged in the implementation of the strategy. We urge you to immediately and fully implement the three pillars of the strategy in an integrated way and in particular to improve XXXX
. Finally we ask you to mainstream active inclusion in the next National Reform Programme, including civil society organisations actively in the monitoring, delivery and evaluation. 

We are convinced that the active inclusion strategy is an essential tool to fight poverty and social exclusion in Xcountry. Therefore we hope you take into account our recommendations and please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss further our cooperation in this matter. 

Kind regards

Signature

XName

� �HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52013SC0039:EN:NOT" \t "_blank"�Staff working document: Follow-up on the implementation by the Member States of the 2008 European Commission recommendation on active inclusion of people excluded from the labour market -– Towards a social investment approach� 


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CC0QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fsocial%2FBlobServlet%3FdocId%3D9782%26langId%3Den&ei=82KXUsfoLYSnhAf614GwAw&usg=AFQjCNGUrqzbQUxH0kFvdi7VtD5Vf-OhQw&sig2=ZuKHho3oP0H35hl0xS-DiA&bvm"�Assessment of the implementation of the European Commission Recommendation on active inclusion: A study of national policies,  Network of Independent Experts on Social Inclusion 2012�








�Add your country name


�Write here your country specific areas of weakness in AI that you want to draw attention to


The national reports from your Independent Experts can be found �HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1025&langId=en&newsId=1823&moreDocuments=yes&tableName=news"�here�  


�Say this if it is the case for your country


�Area of weakness in your country
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