Joint press release of

* Eurodiaconiag R RED CROSS
caritas uroaiaconia EN EU OFFICE

Civil society organisations welcome the new FEAD

FEANTSA

Civil society organisations welcome the European Parliament’s approval of the new Fund for
European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD) yesterday, 25" February. This approval clearly
shows that the European Union is committed to social cohesion and the fight against poverty.
However, there still is much to do before the promised help reaches the most vulnerable.

The approval of the Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived marks the end of long and difficult
negotiations. The new fund makes a considerable contribution to delivering goods and support to
citizens living in poverty and social exclusion. But, the FEAD should be integrated into wider and
comprehensive national anti-poverty strategies so as to maximize its effects at national level. This is
the most effective way to make sure that it will complement and not replace Members States’
intervention.

»Handing out aid packages might not always seem a good thing to do. We are aware of the concerns
by some Member States about supporting the new Fund.” says Eberhard Lueder from the Red Cross
EU Office ,But there is theory, and there is the reality we are facing in our work in the local
communities. Across Europe we see more and more people struggling to get through the month. They
ask for help to cope with pressing needs. We cannot leave them behind.”

The FEAD follows EU food aid schemes created in 1987 to make better use of food surpluses in the
agriculture sector. The European Commission proposed to establish a new Fund within Social
Cohesion policies, and to place not food but people at the centre of attention. Civil society
organisations also welcome the introduction of a broader scope of material and non-material aid to be
covered by the Fund. Member states can now adapt to actual needs, choosing between food, clothing,
household items, or social inclusion activities (in complement with ESF).

Caritas Europa, Eurodiaconia, the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN), the European Federation
of National Organisations Working with the Homeless (FEANTSA) and the Red Cross EU Office
repeatedly called for the creation of a new fund that involves NGOs at all stages, is simple to
implement and properly budgeted.

"The excellent cooperation of European civil society organisations throughout the EU legislative
process regarding the FEAD has enabled us to develop a Fund which can genuinely meet the needs
of local organisations which contribute to poverty alleviation,” says Emer Costello, Member of
European Parliament. “The widening of the scope of the Fund to food assistance, material
assistance and social inclusion will allow the Fund to target the most deprived in our communities
through a wide range of interventions in line with local realities and traditions."

While we strongly welcome the FEAD, we call on member states to involve NGOs in a meaningful
manner at the different stages of the programming, and to use this fund for the unconditional support
of the most vulnerable and excluded, who are further away from the labour market, and to base their
actions on the protection and promotion of dignity of each person and their fundamental rights, and in
the pursuit of the common good.

Notes for Editors

1. Caritas Europa is the network of Caritas organisations on the European continent. The united
strength of its 49 members present in 46 European countries, makes of Caritas Europa one of
the major social actors in Europe. Contact: Sandor Gurbai, Policy and Advocacy Officer —
sgurbai@caritas.eu



mailto:sgurbai@caritas.eu

Eurodiaconia is a European network of Christian-based social and health service providers
committed to a Europe of solidarity, equality and justice. Contact: Clotilde Clark-Foulquier,
Policy and Membership Development Officer - clotilde.clark-foulquier@eurodiaconia.org

The European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) is the largest European network of national,
regional and local networks, involving anti-poverty NGOs and grassroot groups as well as
European Organisations, active in the fight against poverty and social exclusion. It was
established in 1990. Contact: Vincent Caron, Policy Officer - vincent.caron@eapn.eu

The European Federation of National Organisations Working with the Homeless (FEANTSA)
represents more than 100 platforms of homeless services across 30 countries. Contact: Liz
Gosme, Senior Policy Officer liz.gosme@feantsa.org

The Red Cross EU Office represents Red Cross National Societies in the European Union, as
well as Norway and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC), before the institutions of the European Union. We work to increase Red Cross
influence on European Union policy, legislation and practice so as to improve the
humanitarian situation of the most vulnerable, and aim to increase EU resources for our work
at home and abroad. Contact: Eberhard Lueder, Head of Social Inclusion Unit -
eberhard.lueder@redcross-eu.net

Commission proposal: http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServiet?docld=8951&langld=en

Fresh Start: Using the full potential of the FEAD to support transitions out of homelessness
through starter packshttp://www.feantsa.org/spip.php?article2647&lang=en
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